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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

Listing of claims: 

L Claim 1 (currently amended): A tongue depressor for receipt within a 
mouth of a patient during an examination, comprising: 

a blade comprising first and second sides separated by a thickness of said blade, 
said blade further comprising first and second tongue contact portions located along said first and 
second sides, respectively; and 

an ornamental image appearing along at least a portion of at least said first tongue 
contact portion of said first side; 

wherein said tongue depressor is a the standard size for use used with a self- 
illuminating tongue depressor handle attachment, youthful patients; wh e r e in said tongue 
depressor is not coated with flavo r, and ; wherein both e nds of said tongue doprossor may be 
saf e ly r e c e ived within said mouth of said patient during said examination without causing any 
discomfort or physical harm; wh e rein said tongu e d e pr e ssor do e s not have a protectiv e layer; 
wh e r e in any portion of said tongue depressor blade may be received within said mouth of said 
patient during said examination, even if said any portion of said tongue depressor has said 
ornamental image appearing therealong. 

2. Claim 2 (original): A tongue depressor as recited in claim 1, said 
ornamental image appearing along both said first tongue contact portion and said second tongue 
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contact portion of said blade. 

3. Claim 3 (original): A tongue depressor as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising another ornamental image appearing along at least a portion of at least said second 
tongue contact portion of said blade, wherein even a portion of said tongue depressor blade 
bearing said another ornamental image may be received into said mouth of said patient. 

4. Claim 4 (original): A tongue depressor as recited in claim 3, wherein said 
ornamental image and said another ornamental image are the same. 

5. Claim 5 (original): A tongue depressor as recited in claim 3, wherein said 
ornamental image and said another ornamental image are different. 

6. Claim 6 (previously presented): A tongue depressor as recited in claim 3, 
wherein said ornamental image and said another ornamental image are made of non-toxic ink for 
application to items to be received within a person's mouth. 

7. Claim 7 (cancelled). 

8. Claim 8 (original): A tongue depressor as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
tongue depressor is made of wood. 

9. Claim 9 (original): A tongue depressor as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
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10. Claim 10 (original): A tongue depressor as recited in claim 1, wherein 
said tongue depressor is made of cardboard. 

11. Claim 1 1 (original): A tongue depressor as recited in claim 1, wherein 
said tongue depressor is sterile. 

12. Claim 12 (currently amended): An apparatus for motivating the 
cooperation of youthful patients in oral examinations, comprising a standard size tongue 
depressor for use with a self-illuminating tongue depressor handle attachment for restraining a 
tongue of a patient to allow clearer examination of a rear of a patient's mouth and throat, 
comprising a blade having two elongated, substantially flat surfaces for restraining said tongue of 
said patient, at least one of said two surfaces bearing an ornamental image along at least a portion 
thereof intended to be inserted into said patient's mouth, said ornamental image being made from 
non-toxic ink. 

13. Claim 13 (currently amended): A tongue depressor as recited in claim 1, 
wherein said omamental image substantially covers the entire surface of said blad e ; blade. 

14. Claim 14 (currently amended): A tongue depressor as recited in claim 1, 
wherein said omamental image include designs that appeal to childr e n; children. 
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15. Claim 15 (currently amended): A tongue depressor as recited in claim 1, 
wherein said image consists of at least two colors; colors. 

16. Claim 16 (currently amended): A tongue depressor as recited in claim 3, 
wherein said ornamental image and said another ornamental image contain designs with 
repeating patterns from end to end of blade; said blade. 

17. Claim 17 (currently amended): A tongue depressor for receipt within a 
mouth of a patient during an examination, comprising: 

a blade comprising first and second sides separated by a thickness of said blade, 
said blade further comprising first and second tongue contact portions located along said first and 
second sides, respectively; and 

an omamental image appearing along at least a portion of at least said first tongue 
contact portion of said first side; 

wherein said omamental image substantially covers the entire surface of said 
blade^ ; wher e in said omamental image include designs that appeal to children^ ; wh e r e in said 
image consists of at least two colors , said tongue depressor is a standard size for use w ith a self- 
illuminating tongue depressor handle attachment, and ; wher e in said tongue dopresGor does not 
hav e a protoctivo lay e r; wher e in both e nds of said tongue depr e ssor may be aafcly rocoived within 
said mouth of said patient during said e xamination without causing any discomfort or physical 
harm; wher e in any portion of said tongue depressor blade may be received within said mouth of 
said patient during said examination, even if said any portion of said tongue depressor has said 
omamental image appearing therealong. 
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18. Claim 18 (currently amended): A blade like object suitable for children to 
use and enjoy outside the medical environment, comprising a standard size blade for use with a 
self-illuminating tongue depressor handle attachment, the blade having two elongated, 
substantially flat surfaces, at least one of said two surfaces bearing an ornamental image along 
substantially the entire surface thereof, said ornamental image being made from non-toxic ink, 

wherein said ornamental image include child-oriented designs that appeal to 
children^ ; wher e in said ornamental image consists of at least two colors^ ; wherein said blade is 
not coated with flavo r, and ; wher e in oaid tongue doproGGor do o o not have a protective layer; 
wh e r e in both ends of said blade may be received within the mouth of said children. 
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